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auspicious feature in the situation in the Balkans which unhappily
had no counterpart on the Middle Danube.

The foregoing survey of the history of international relations in
Europe during the year 1934 would be incomplete without some
reference to the question whether, in this critical year, the European
states were moving towards another war. At the time of writing, in
the May of 1935, the only genuine light on this momentous question
that could be obtained by the anxious observer of events was to be
found in the European reactions to the two sensational political
crimes with which this year's annals were stained: the murder of
Dr. Dollfuss and the assassination of King Alexander (in whose
company Monsieur Barthou also lost his life). These two crimes of
1934 were comparable to the assassinations of Sir Lee Stack in 1924,1
General Tellini in 1923,2 and the Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his
wife in 1914; and, when these comparisons are made, it becomes
evident that, in the short span of twenty years, a great and en-
couraging advance had been made towards safeguarding Mankind
against the old danger of being plunged into war by irresponsible
political crimes of this character. The sequels to the two crimes of
1934 were advantageously distinguished from the sequels to the three
earlier crimes above mentioned in two ways. In the first place, a
much greater self-restraint was now displayed in the countries which
were emotionally affected; and in the second place an international
diplomatic machinery for dealing promptly and wisely with such
emergencies had now been created almost ex nihilo. Here was a bow
in the cloud which even the most cautious and sceptical-minded
observer might permit himself to take as a good omen. If it was true
that the recrudescence in 1934 of an anarchic Nationalism was
partly due to a disappointment with the apparent inadequacy of the
League's achievements, it was not less true that the League now gave
proof of an unexpected effectiveness as a means of coping with the
crop of international crimes and crises which sprang, in 1934, from
the sowing of the frenzied nationalists' dragon's-tooth seed.

1  See the Survey for 1925, vol. i, pp. 212 seqq.

2  See the Survey for 1920-3, Part III, section (iii), (11).
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